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days are fiercely hot they lack the enervating dampness of the coast.
Among the hills of the maritime range, days and nights are hot and stifling, though a thunderstorm will always cool the air. Above 5000 feet the nights are always cool in summer or winter, and at Menakha, in winter, three blankets are not too much covering, for there are no such things as fireplaces, and the houses are very draughty. Here driving fogs occur during the winter months—regular Scotch mists that come up from the ravines in early afternoon and lie thick till next morning, and sometimes all next day. These fogs are confined to the maritime scarps of the main ranges, and are unknown at Sanaa. They reinvigorate coffee and crops during the winter drought.
With all this variation of climate, the rotation of crops is naturally erratic.
On the Tihama, ploughing begins as soon as the spring rains have set in, and millet (or dura) is sown directly after, in order to get as many crops as possible, from that one sowing, within the year. Maize comes next and, after that, sesame as soon as the farmer can get his land ready, for all must be sown before the spring rains are over—that is by the end of April. Millet will be ten feet high in June, and ready to be cut in July. It is harvested with a curved, saw-edged knife, stalk by stalk, for each stem is the thickness of a walking-stick, and has to be hacked through. In some districts of the Tihama this crop attains a height of nearly fifteen feet, but such a length of straw usually means light heads. The stalks are used as fodder for cattle, horses, mules and camels.
Grass grows plentifully among the foot-hills after rain.

